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-~ •• tiOn 2 - Sm&l l Bu.in ••••• 

5 . S-b, que.Uon 2 - Killen. 

John John.on, who • • home •••• 1. I.!erline Bot.t.o., h. m t ....... 

• 

matured i n Niohol • •• 

t. h r Bl a ck L!ountaine • 

He , t.arted on r oot t.o NiChol .... but.M * . ., ~ . 
He "u loot tor nine daye, but. th.Ia'" Me ~ 

t.o • hous •• There he wee giTen food graduall, until h .... ~ • III 

C) • • I . H. made t.he tri p t.o Nichol.,.. , brought back the ....... ~b , 

. pl ':n tod one ot, the fir. t crop. grown 1n Poc.hont ... 

By the early par t ot the ,century corn could be riP. --....... 
• 

and aine e the people preferred corn meal to bominy .. u, ~&t"IIl ...aM 

mi lle we re built . 
• 

5008 of the bea t Icn OWD of t hese mills we re, Tbe t_o" at ml~. 
, . 

bui lt by the Cackl.~ . The l owe r mi ll being built hl Va' X- "u.; 
, 

wh o aleo p.romo ted otbe r indus tr1ee such .a a tannery •• t-P .... 

eto,r e . Tbil .. at ar ound 1830. The uppe r mill .... buUt...,...- C4'" 
• 

in 183 4 but wa. later .ol d to Sampson ~ttbe ••• 

This roill _u The Poage Will on Kdappa Creet. 

o! t he 18tb century '0, Jame. Po,age. When be mgratocl to.' I. lie 

it to p. ter Ught ner. lJ.ghtner improved it and tor rear. : , ... ~ 

..-11. ci rcle ot c u.1.oa. ,.. . The Henry Harpe r 

, 
'urn w.d by t hi. =U l ar e on CW::dnse Creek , Ml' i n&"be • ....~ 

'ric . ",'.b. " Tb., or. b.U n od to b ••• oag tb. aUNt ... II 
11 b to::. .. • 

r • • "j. by A.daa Sh.,..U D. llr Friel, on \be Q s_ 
n.U a .ad • aU l on Or "."'or1I r Rtl'.r . 

11.,;. 111 0 . l ltM a ll .. fTo. HuehrnUlo ... 1\= ... 

n" • Ih ( c or ;1110, br.\~ .r •• h .......... • 
&N' .lee •• , • . .~h ,Ri ll _ kept ,. , 

lll • • • ,~, l te 
IOnl'lI ,. " •• lUi 

, 
r po-..... , •• 

, 
\ 
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The "lichee! Daugherty mil l on Kill Rwl Dear $"'Met. 
Ttt,1. ie lI.-

ll ~ved to be the t1r. t tub =1-11, prope l l.d. by water anpber. 1. Ut1. 

whole region . 
It .. as patroni1ed by aU • • ctiO'C. or \lpper Pocahoot .. 

and had t he reputation of being one ot 
the be.t ot 1t. kind. s_-

time. t hes e t ub mil ls were put on runa that bad only .uftic18a\ •• \er 

dU~lng t he rainy seal on . 
for such milIa a larog hollow 10& ••• of\ •• • 

used tor truaUng to carry the water to the. wh • • l. Th.· ••• ill. diet. 

not .grind 8(1 mucb but their prodl.l'Ct wa e the ... ee t •• t aDd b .... obt.la- # 

able • . L!1chael Daugherty we8 one of the first of the nobl11t 1 '\0 •• ,\\1. 

on Knappe Cr eet. He- was no t only able to ~y h1. om paS8ag. \0 AIDIIrloa, 

but t o hi re the services of thos8 who told themsel'Ye ••• indent.ed .... -

vanta for a certain periOd ot time . 

?wago Ui ll operated "'by Jonathan lIeNs!ll. He ... t h. eld.n loa of 

Thomas UcNeill who c~e to Swago around 1769 and appear. to b ••• b ••• 
• 

an i nterprising pereon . L!illing, weaving , fulling clotb and powder · 

making was carried on under his s upervisi on. Co •• rl.t. wo ••• 'J ODe 
, 

were still in use fifty yeare or more after they .ere .0yeD. Tb1. _~.~ 

",", 

10 now held by Judge Ceor ge L!cClintic, . thougb or cour.e itl DO 

us e . 

The re we re man y other grist mill. . David J~mes one ot thl ti..t . 
to 11 ve on Droop Ilountain had a mill. Jame. lI'a"1o .. a local lI1D1n~ 

operated t.o griot mills. Henry Clark had a mili on Spring Creat 

I haven' t been able to get any authentic inror.:ation abouL th ... 

in e.ery cOUlunlt y or the county there .. e re l1111la at one U.e 

1IJ1l1 haY. been plaCId On a l mol t every otra .. ot ... tll' 

• • 11 .h 1 Ir on ly during tho r ainy .... oa • 

• 
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The b • urra or atones tor =-'-1 0 .( th ••• aill ••• r ••• 4. fTo. aUld-

ston_ to und in this county in such great quantit1 ADd ot unusual ~ 

no •• • Calvin Price- haa a pair or the" ell1 eton •••• 15. •• ora thu • 

Century ago by John Hannah or Klk, tor the mill that ... GO the Y.raer 

place on tho Big Spring Fork oC Elk R. They .are gi.eD to Yr. Price 

by the lat. Samuel var~r. when be 801d bie tar.. Tho, ar. about 30 

inchss 1n diameter, ana .eigb over 100 lbe •• acb. Mr. Price b.ll .... 
. , 

they are made of this Droop sand.tODe found her. in the count,._ 

However, a8 800n .8 it wae pO.8ibla, the homo mad. mill.ton • • w.re 

• 

replaced with imported .~on8 • . f rench burre appear to ha •• bean the t.-, 
si red on88 in the more permanent milIa that did eu.tOlD grind1n&. " lb. 

early settlor was a resourceful man and it he couid not get the i.ported 

" onee he made th~ from material at hand. 

About the Varner lUll , the at"ory goes that John Hannah built t.b. 
o • 

outfit complete in one day except the ~jigging thing" . That appear. te 

have been the bark or board attacbed to the bottom, atationar1 .toee, 

down which epouted the meal. These mills served well their da1 aDd .. 

occasional one can be found still etanding, though not 1n UBI . 

thes e mills were repaired and used by the moonshinere" during 
• 

prohibition. ) 

Aside from these grist mille there were aleo powder mill. loc.',, ~ . . .. 
"'''"Y of the mi ll runa of the county. Tha original nama of till R ... 

.... nty L!ct;eel
t

• place between Hillsbo ro and Beard, wsa Pow~er Mill 

.it. of the power mi ll wu Just 8 bove where the count1 road ero ..... 

1.r maker ••• 8 man by the name or "nnah. 

ly. lin. or . 1Ll .. t .. a . H. would remor t that 

• it •• nd " oul~ 

t, in t .. .o:> t 

..11 It, but that .. an, ot tha hun'.re 

h. did r.o t ~rtlcularl, oar. \0 
• 
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rapl y wou l d b. that 1 t wu t.oo qldct . .1 quiet porler ot cour . .... 

~. r ed tor the old type of .oUD~ rifle. t he on . moat *' 
• Tho!n8JI)l.e lll, the Swago pioD • • r . maiat&1DecS c!ODdderable of • 

powder plant on Swago Creek, near the residence ot squir e RoC."'· .. bol l .. 

hie salt petre from tbe rich .011 to be found 10 t he l i •• .tone oa~ .. of 

thie region , pe.rticularly tbe cav. OD the L!cCl!DUc l and. n ot. t ar tr-. 

the r esidenc e of Lee Overholt. 
The proper aaouat. or aulphur. nitro, •• , 

ch~rcoal «nd what not were compounded together and the p.-t. had \0 bl 

mixed like t he l ady beat. a ~at.. Thomas YcN.l1~ bad a alII to 40 thi. 

stirring and beating by water po •• r , and to grind the ma • • 10to powder 

after it was dr y . One day b. had • big .tirring or powder 00 • I rlftc1iDI 
, 

and went home to dinner . Sometbing _nt. wrong: 8omeho. a .part wu 

generated , and the whole thing, mill and all , bl ew up . 

Information: History of poc&bont s8 Count, - rrla. 
_ and trom old copies of the Pocahontu Tl • • • «at. .. 

August 13 , 1931. 

The ~ir~t ~usines8 of &ryy kind e8tabli8be~at UarllD. Bott.o. 

(Uarlinton) was a combined saw'mill and car ding mill built. by J .... A. 

Pric e befor e the Civil Wa r~ I t was located on .the Blough alolll t.he rod 

leading t o campbelltown , just oppoeite the home of A. C. Piter. It ... 

run from water from stony Cr eek . An effort to augment this power bf 

water from Greenbr ie r River from an i nt ake juat below the .outb of 
• 

Creek failed , and th e plant i t se lf was washed' away in the' flo04 of 

Thi' m11l wae 1n charge of a man bJ the name ot Jame. &. A. Gibbet 

.... =-n or the t enant clae. and who barely made • l 1Y1ac for ~eI 

• l.r«* ram1ly . 

" f •• r 

or I 

From the rocahonta. Tim •• - 1925 . 

tll'l . luch .1 Joha R. Fl ...... 

".~. or "pl, lu,.r .,." , .... 

• 

• 
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I.e_i. burg ,. 
,. af!d .xehenge,( t<Jr 

ramil , -... 
y IIlade . enough 

kettle. and household goode .. 

.ugar tor their own _e. 
FlIIIDUI8n. d 'h ' . - . ' 

. ~n . er daught~~, -Elizabeth, U",ed 

• 
-'I • • 

• 
at Buckeye IIBd earned a lin. 

by epinning and 
" 
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joat n r ;;tnu. ·.ir i t ers I Pr o ject 

I - Rs::rJ.:":C:! W:.: 1':I'lCATION P.E?ORT 

e .. arc h 7."or :er Sa.muel G Smith __ Date Researoh Taken . 5J2~~<6.a'1,2g.29 • 
. ---.----- --1911-1 

,~< II" Sa 1 •• ' . ' lQle G Smith - ----------- ------ ---
Date Typed 5./31J4L_. ______ _ 

~,) rec _ rs !..an Turn lOr & Jla~~e RuckmBlll>.te Filed X-'t'O'i.930
31

" 
-- . -l.l1 'l"pO lx:rt7,:-;-Va~- --.. - - .•• ------.- kj , I" <'14' ~~,... 

!:rs A."J . c, rill & GEorgie Loudermilk BuckEyE.W.Va.. ~ .• 't·,io 10_ crt 

~ 
• . ' 4 "~/,,""" ;,.a 

C. i:· PricE and carey ravis Marlinton. ' .. ' .... r'~D co, -. f t •• ,. to 

A part f rom R. W Ercmls history of Gr€£nbank Distri . ~ '\' .. QI 
~elll !'.~~,~~ . -

• • 



-

And lnl:!~.~!'T . S - " --<-.,I. ., ;:: 
t.t ::!1::'5~o~. _ .:-.. ·"o.:a~!.a.. ::)~~y .. 

':'.1', ( plo:!.rcra o:f r ~ca 
~ •• ,:c..;,;:.'!y .. <"':'!- '!~=-~!l ,1t.h _!l.Y "':.ar4-

shipe not only in cl(~r1~ thL lan~,~'!o ~~~11~ fl~l~ •• ~~&l~ tr&11e,fl-

ght l ng the Indiana and u ,ta-011ab1n& &:lc!. ce.1:1talnin. hoa'-. U [(11 on th" 

ehoulc1<ra ot thE: bO-a8fT1!e to t u r:;.lah tbe nCcf: ... ry clo~b1."li &n~ 'beddIng for 

the Cntire teo:!17 r.h l ch '&'a8 senfraliy de o! .001 which .... abom ottfn 

times by the wUe l72.8hE-d.,ca r dt:d and a;r...lIl t..y bfl' into l'&rl;,u. klutU of oloth-

ing which Hac used. by her tacily tb~ locke and otbtr cloth1n& 1I'(1'e aadt of 

, , 

noo l spun on the old SpinnIng ~fElllhloh \':"8.1 ;: t:nfrally u.(d, in tbt win"!' 
, 

months . Fro:n this wool BoCk8 , £w<&tcra,blanl (t l d otMr cl<>thlng and b'ddin, 

\~'nB /lade a l most entir e ly by hand. and 1 t 11:'., about thl1 t IID~ that 'he Loo. 

cam. i nto us ' by t ho pionetr. of pocahontu County T,ay back 1n thl fll-.1I pr.. 

~· t of tht" Ei ght eEnth century . 

D..l ring th e Hghte<nth century and in the first part of t b. aia" ..... 

th Pocahonta s Count y had n:e.ny l ooms and !Truly J1 "cav~rL~ moat 

;'c r: ( rC toul",:,h t to spin and lHav E a t an ea rly e.g€: . 

~ ",~ng s omE of t he p,Eav ers b rough t t o th e 'att ention 
" • 

.,..,,~ ~·I).::cr ?atten of l!1 11poin t l'lho f:eV E: on a !,oom in , -._. "'-..--

, ( ... -l .. .. - c ' ntu ry Dh e bei ng a fan cy WEaVEr making mostly tablecloth • 

••• -- ,~~ . c! rUch Ilr~ hEl d by thE ',:a ll,p. CEB at Millpcint.Bft 

, ~ <." ~J"- • • ... O'.. •. . - .. . ~ ,< nit( of ";<l l k o( Ruclalan roa •• 1. 0 .. . .,... • 



to IodU&try , ~.:.£ l :; E:..1:= El:::..e!>o=c. ';.~ . -a ~ ?o::z..~c:::!.aB :o ~ 

:f 1n 1c!:(.cl it 
~S put b.to a. s:Jit. o:! cb~2:ES !'or hE :- l:;:,;,s~l'I::ld . Sh~ al.ao 

,,:ove l~or ot .... t:r 
- :il~o:i>lE: na.cEly ":>eds;>=E8.d.s e..=d cO"..:!!tE.....-p.t.::s &:ld C8.::"pt:t hCr loom 

wes bought from the latE: Jjs . l&aac l!c::H l of ~ll;lo1nt 1:1 IS97 and 6h~ wo ... t: 

on it until 1919 just b£:::f"orE- hE-r dt.atb . 

,-:'llt:am H Gabbert r.as bo rn in GrHnbriEr COl.:.nt J 1540 tbE: 80n of St f'l'Ia-

<~n-

J

' rt UX Gabbert be bEing a fral e: young can h is mothEr tausht ' him to wE.&VE on 

thE' l oom,l1h en he was about 30 years ' of age they z:oved to tal.lpoint and l.ocatil:d 
J ' , 

, OVEr the mIllrace in what nas kn or.n as thE loom house here bE' 'Crov e Covtrlrt8 t 

f counterpanEs ,tab l c 1lnfn, g irthen carpet , jE'ans and lincy somE of l":hicb hiB 

caught E'r !!ary Turner is the proud o"mEr somE of the r.ool uSEd by him was car-

dEd on thE old liellington T Hogsett carding mach ine at the low .. r m1ll at 1.:111-

?oint,he lat €r moved to HuntersvillE ",hEre h€ practiced hie prof<ae1on aell-

inr his ,;arE to friEnds and neighbol!S locally, in his dEclin1ng yeara he moved 

1n rrith his caught er Mary Turner at !<arv in ChapE l aboVE LClllpo1nt where he 

c:>nt l!:t:(d to 'Have and did so up unti l his dEath in 1920. <'1s work 1a 11l 

~,J;":!r of r a.'1Y peop lE of Poca.hontas County as he often went from h01d 

_,;-(- (-:(r thty had a 100m his last loom \':as 

n.7 L.::' ~ n in the hends of Ilrs .Turn er. 

, 
~ l. tr .'il.nv(r of mt nt10n 1':08 Lydia ,",,," .1;"'_1:)" 

• I 

.~. .. • c! :l'e r ""';'('y r on Dry CrHk .htr flr.t loo ... 11814 



roc &: I ndu8tr £ y . ~eu(l G Se ith ~11 18boro . ~ .Va . Po cahont. co~~ty . 

~(",(ra& ( e.a c1e be r a l oom r.1th r.h lch shE. nove for tt.a.ny pcople 8 8 ~e tl'()'ge 

cov( rl cto b la k , n c-to,carpet.and linen tonE-lB,She r.ove until. about 1920 • 

Hannah Clpo0QJ!. 1'i1.f e of Tlftothy caaonan l:a8 1:>orn IS l3 T:a8 tbe. c2U-

b'ht£r of CEorSE KE-E' who C8Jr.E- from Ireland,shE Tree taught to wcave at an 
~ 

rnrly ag e 8S she wove e.ll thE bed cloth1ng , th E1r dresses end. in tact r.OVE 

e ll the cloth tha.t \": ent to make the1r cloth1ng,aht: r.ov e ' for oth Er ~(oplE: 

!Octs a yard, l1ne)" l Oet s ' and flannel 15 ets a yard. 
, , --------- ---_ .... - ,-~ carp Et 

Jonathan lteNEill wae a \,,If&v E. r and d:.J€T hE wov e at r.hat is the ent-

=a."leE' to u cClintic far!T.B today ,h E- tradE h is ov;n dyes a s did the r f st of the 

old ti'£2.\T era . 

VE ry few p Eopl e living today arE able to 1':EaVe but onE Exception 

6 G(o r ;;H LQudErmilk of nEar Buckeye ",ho !famed to WEave when a young 

~ L~l c"t h. B not WOVE fo r eEv~ra1 yEa rs but she rEmEmbers most of the elm"; 

.:. 1.8 tl:(y ", r~ ca llEd thE fo11o" i ng a r e some of them and the one who 

.f! u.c! CO·Jl b y them Vi r ginia Fancy .ty L:rs. l:er.ton !llff1Eld, 

, .... ~c s by Jane l cl1<111 , Th~ [Xlub1f RosE 

.-.. 

• • 

-:. ~ rat' ro. laaty t y r o J A 
~ 

LoorE . I92I . A1b(rna~1 

• ~t; f eolCl'tI . b l' 11 & D1emon.a . Thf Leaf • "'* 

•• . ... , ale: ~ar . FIoya l 3.llt,.lIJ 

r •• • • 'l'O":l.o~ t"li.'l l Fe.JICY . L:OUAtalll W. '" 
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liD , rC l &. Indu&try . tu.;mH l " Smlth P.111r'boro . ";"' . \°e. .?ocahon t e.. C~unty . 

teJl9 r4) . Thc Gl nny H(n by : :' .nc~. Roe.k(o o!h(. =.or. ir.'"Iot . 'I'b.£ C;lobC.Th(. 9 ta:t ~o-

by Jant !..oN C111.Th~ True Lov t ro l:not came to th 1e county in l .!lI lf. from t.o.t 

crtck ... . Va.A ll of th eoe patterns ",E' r E f /OVE by our p ionHr n(aV £ rB and today .. 

~hut dra! tB arC" cher1shed. by Ure A. I! UC:H'll1 of Buck £.ye e 8 hEr mothEr Lydia 

s n·(rag£ r.Ove f r om tbeoE samE: draft s y'o. r s ego a 8 ;:Ell as the on( 8 that r.ade 

th( pFttfrns end \'thost nam Es a rE- at t ach E- d . 

ThE follor:1ng We r f l'ltQ,vcrs G£o r g iE LoudErmilk.JanE: Adkison.Kat1e 

R:ln ne.b , Susan Rogfrs , Fllzab£t h Mcuel1l, lla l.y UeN elll. Jane Klnnison. C&thf-rine 

Ar=strone, :rancls Cundifr , Ul 1drEd KEE , il l zabe-th Suck lEy,&nd callssa Fleming 

a ll of thE Sr.-ego Commu!'llty . Nency Symtt , A!lGE line Gaylo r ar.d catherine Undfr-

VO~d of 3£ev£r Cr E(k . and many othErs • 

CarEy ih~ of IIarl1nton \vho has VEry poor EyEsight learned the 

,..'"v l r..: t:-ad< r.hilE at sohoo l th is rlas about 19II he !lov' carpet,rug. IIDd 

t. a't- ta a;~ch of his ,;arC is found in and nEar !.:arlinton but clue to lis.. 

.ILt . t. t a to))(d optrnting temporarily . PricE KCss IEr of 

:1e · y , . ! ;tt .'v<r~l YlllrD nto . :adE broolts at his shop just abOY. 

• t v .. ' .. y .,, 1, rend \,( r( sold throuchout the 

It ' &:' :.e.~ f. 

• f'VDh~ior .. ry ... r the late r~'411lt 

• rH~\ I 1< latb ~. lpl"·" 



Commerce &. L~ .:1u ct:-y 

cbnirs,hlc loo~£ and 
S~~.H:· 1 C S::.1t!: r.11!c.!)o::> . :.; . "';"a ' ~Ocah':)nt.a. Co . 

SP1
n

!li!l{) rl::<E ls :o~"': :::l r .. u.~' aal~ c.11 O~f.r 
and t"specially the G!'E<!lCank CO.c:::::.m1ty . 

County 

Th e loom and SPinning 
l'/'htEl E're. ~lLY(:1 a ~E.ry 1::po't"tant part in the. 

dc vElopocnt of POcahontas CountY,ee 
this t;as t!:lflr sole 1!a.)" of &ctt1ng c:loth_ 

" "c Y Bearce thert_ 1nt;' and OEdd1ng as thE:re 17e.s VEry fEw storES &nd coney l:"1l8'" r 

for£ it fEl l upcn thE shouldErs of t hE eoth£re and. dau.chtcra to supply thf'.~ 

fssE'n tie.l articles .f or thE. entire family .50::(0 of th£e( artIcles are cberleh-

Ed very dEarly by th e people ot this county ,not only arc they keepsake. of 

~ lgh va luE but you can set th E: quctll ty of thE. p roduct trade 1n thE: many home. 

~y hand by th< "iv€s of our forefathers that blaz1ld the =y that ", today ",1g-

!It haVE a mo r E- abundant HI lit e . 

fi e might have l ooms in operation today but factory ..... ving 18 ... cb 

:ast<r , p r ociuction larger as it woul d bE almost impossiblE to supply the oloth~ 

ing ntCds of t oday by the nh E.E. l end th e l oorn ,neverthel£SB \1f have here t.n'Dfte.l 

h?"te.s Coun ty today some f en peop l e using the spinning r.hHl and 00_1_',,-1 

e. 100:': in operation,but the latt er used in mak ing carpet more thlla 

L""j~!I~~ t1o:'l---~ro 1!ary TurnEr & ~~ggie Ruckman it:111polnt."ii.Va. 

_:-I: .~. ' .• !..C!: (11l& GCorgl t Louderm1lk BuC1: EyE. ',: . Ve. . 

': ... ~ :-10 .. & Car<y Olv1s LArllnton. ':t . 7a . 
~~ .. ..~g Hi otor, of Grtcnbank District. ( a part) 


